ScD, Professor Alexander Roitbak (1919-1991) – Distinguished Neuroscientist,
was Corresponding Member of Academy of Science of USSA Academy and the
Member of Scientific Council of Academy of Science of USSR (now, Russian
Academy of Science). Alexander Roitbak was the follower of Academician Ivane
Beritashvili, the Founder of Neuroscience in Georgia. In 1960, Professor
Alexander Roitbak established the Laboratory of General Physiology of the
Cerebral Cortex at the I. Beritashvili Institute of Physiology Georgian Academy of
Sciences (now, I. Beritashvili Center of Experimental Physiology) and was the
Head of this Laboratory until his dead. Professor Roitbak made the major
achievements in the field of Electrophysiology of Central Nervous System. During
years, he investigated the Biology of Dendritic Potential and the Physiology of
glia. Professor Roitbak was one of the first neuroscientists who described the role
of Neuroglia in the Brain Electrophysiology. According Professor Roitbak’s
hypothesis, neuroglia plays special role in conditioning reflex. Broad scientific
community around the World recognizes this hypothesis. Professor Roitbak was
the member of numerous international scientific societies and the owner of a
number of prestigious governmental awards. Professor Roitbak was the author of
more than 260 scientific articles, absolute majority of which was published in
foreign scientific journals. Professor Roitbak was the organizer of a number of
international scientific symposiums: Slow Electrical Potentials of the Nervous

System (1966), Mechanisms of Temporary Connections (1975), and Functions of
Neuroglia (1976, 1984, and 1989; with the support from IBRO). This was unique
platform for scientists from Eastern, Central and Western Europe, as well as USA,
to share the most recent knowledge in this newly emerging field of Neuroscience.
Since the last meeting in 1989, the Physiology of Neuroglia has considered as a
one of the most important branches of modern Neuroscience. On September 2019,
International Symposium dedicated to the Memory of Professor Roitbak was held
in Ivane Javakishvili Tbilisi State University (with support from IBRO, Georgian
Branch of FENS, I. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, and some other scientific
organizations).
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